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ABSTRACT

Micreras mipartitus rozei subsp. noy, 15 proposed for the taxon currently known as M, m, remipariitus (Jan
[858), an unjustiticd cmendation of Flapy mipariifus Duméri! ef ol 1854,

RESUMEN

Se propone Micrurus mipariiiug rozei subsp. nov, para la subespecic antes conocide como M, m. semipariitus
(fan 1838), vog emendacidn injustificada de Blaps mipartions Duméril et al, 1854,
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The name Elaps semipariitus  was  [irst
proposed by Jan (1858), withoul any dislinclive
description. In that work, diagnoses in a key-like
arrangement were given for the genus Flgps and
for the various groups of species included in that
genus, but nothing for any of the three nominal
species in the group containing E semipartitus.
The name was attributed to “Dum. Bib.”, but with
no precise reference. Thus £ semiparritus of Jan

(1858} is a momten mucdum, having no equivalent of

a description and no precise reference lo such a
description.

Jan's intent was clarified in 1863, in which work
(p- 113) he listed, again without description, k.
semipartitivs Dum. ¢ Bibr. Erp. gén. VIL. p.
12207, The name Elaps semipartiius Jan {(1863)
became available as of that citation, giving “a
biblingraphic reference to a previously published
description”™ (Art. 12.2.1) of the 1999 International
Code of Zoological Nomenclature). Two accounts
appeared on the cited page (1220) of Dumeril ef al
(1854 K. wccipitalis (sp. n.) and E mipartitus

(sp. n.). The former was recognized by Jan (1863:
115) as a valid species from Australia, whereas E.
mipartitus  was not cited anywhere in his
exhaustive review of the genus. The only logical
conclusion is that K semipartitus was proposed as
as emendation of £ mipartitus Duméril et al.
(1854), regarded as a misspelling. It therefore has
the same tvpe and type locality as the latter name.
There 1s no evidence that £ semipartitus was a
lapsus; its consistent spelling over a period of 15
years by Jan (1858, 1863) and by Jan and Sordelli
(1872: live. 42, pl. 2, fip. 1) indicates deliberate
cmendation, Dr. V. Mahnert (MHNG), a current
member of the International Commission on
Zoological Nomenclature emphatically agreed that
Jan’s spelling semipartitus should not be interpreted
as an erroncous subsequent spelling, but rather
as an unjustified emendation.

Basically the same conclusion was reached
independently by the next reviser of the genus,
Boulenger {1896). who regarded it as an invalid
junior synonym of Elaps mipartitus Duméril ef al.
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(1854). Boulenger's lead was consistently followed
in at least 12 other subsequent works up to 1952
(fide Roze, 1955) - 56 years of consistency.
Nevertheless Roze (1955) adopted Jan’s name,
apparently upon the recommendation of E_P.
Schmidt and/or W. Leslic Burser, for a distinct
subspecies, mipariitus  semipariiius
(Jan). Ihis explanation was that Sevun parece su
nombre probablemente es solo enmienda de E
mipartitus de Duméril v Bibron, pero es el pri-
mer  nombre  wsado  para  la forma  del
Formenkreis M. mipartiius ol este de Colombia,
¥ por lo tanto, aplicable a la forma venezola-
na. Roze's application of Jan’s name has
consistently been followed to the present time (e.p.
Hoge and Romano 1971:231-2; Golay er al,
1993:176; Roze 1996:199).

Micrurus

Jan’s name was not proposed, however, for a
new species, but simply as an emendation [or
Duméril er al’s (1854) Elaps mipartitus. That fact
was made clear in the {irst, 1863, usage that made
the name available, relerring to the-specific page in
Puméril et al. on which Elaps mipartitus was
described. and which name Jan evidently regarded
merely as an error of spelling. Hence Jan obviously
regarded his correction ol spelling still as Duméril
et al.’s name.

For whatever reason, Jan changed the name,
and never used the name mipartitus for which it
was substituted, despile the synoptic coverage of
his various works, including his 1858 review of the
genus. In the section of that account giving
d=scriptions of all new taxa named there, following
the initial brief list of names, Flaps semipartitus
was not mentioned.

Obviously Jan did not consider it as new, but
rather as an emendation. Thercfore no question
exists that his name scmipartitus was erected as an
emendation of mipartitus Duméril ef wl, even
though it has been accepted subsequently by
numerous authors ([ollowing Roze, 1953) as the
valid name for something different.

The International Code of Zoological
Momenclature (1999), Art. 33.2, states that: any
demansirably intentional change in the original
spelling of a name other than a mandatory

change is an  emendation. That article
distinguishes jusrified and injustified emendations.
Jan's name semipartitus falls into the latter
category, and as such: i available and it has its
own author and date and is a jumior objective
synonym of the name in its original spelling.

Therefore Elaps semipartitus Jan (1858) is a
Junior objective synonym of Elaps mipartitus
Duméril et al. (1854), and cannot be applicd to any
other taxon except by action of the International
Commission on Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN).
The subspecies to which Roze (1955, 1996) applied
Jan’s name s thus left without a distinctive name,
unless the ICZN were to rule for conservation of
Jan’s name in its present application. We regard
such an appeal as unjustified in view of (1) the
negligible impact on biological investigation (rare
usage, subspecific rank) that a change of name
would have; (2} the failure of the name
semipartitus to meet the usual minimum requirement
of 50 years of stability as a valid name; and (3)
the overload of more urgent cases already under
consideration by the ICZN.

We thereforc propose Micrurus mipartitus
rozei, subsp. nov. (pronounced as though spelled
rozayi), for the taxon to which Roze (1955, 1996)
applied the name FElaps semipartitus Jan. The
holotype, which scrved for the critical fizure in Jan
and Sordelli (1872) and deposited in the Nationaal
Matuurhistorisch Museum, Leiden (RMNIH 1388), is
from Caracas, Venezuela. The new name is nol
proposed as a momen novum (replacement name)
for Elaps semipartitus, which as such would, like
the latter, be a junior objective synonym of Elgps
ppariiig,

The patronym here proposed honors Janis
Amold Rozé, a legendary humanitarian to whom
the scientific world is most indebted for his
reselution of the long-vexing taxonomy of coral
snakes (1996), but also for many other contributions
to tropical biology.
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