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This d('parl mcnl is for { /IC pub/ica{ i0/l of i /ifor,J1a/ C0/]lm llnÍca{ io,l.) { /la{ ar(' (~f
Ínl('r('sl b('cal{.S.C Ih('y ar(' Í17for,J1a{Í\.(! a/l(1 .'i{i/}11{/ali/1g, andf()r 1/¡(! di.\C1{.S-.~-i()/1 oj

CO'llro1'(,r.s'ia/ 'llall('rs. T/¡(' manda{(' of{/¡i.) JO(:'~!"..IL is '0 di..,.)('/]lina{e i,!(c)I.111ali()11
I.(!/a{ing '0 /('l)rosy il1 parficl{/ar all(1 a/'~.o (){/J(.'r l}lycoúaCI(!rial {/i.s.eas('.\.. l)i.).\i(/('llf
CO'J1111(,'11 Or inl(!lpr('lalion on pub/i.'i/1(,(/ r(:S(!a'.c/l i.s' of coursc va/i(l, bl({ pl'r.s'o,la/i{).
a{lacks 0'1 i,I(livi{ll{a/s 1110U/{/ .'i('("ll l{lln('c('.'i..'al}'. P0/ilical COnlm{!,lls. ~.a/i(1 or 'lnf.

a/.s.o ar(' 1{lnl'('/CO'}7('. T/¡('), 'lli,r;/11 rcs1i/1 in i,II('I:fe'.(',lc(, \vil/¡ Ih(' di.'i"{ri/}!{fi(},l C?rf/¡(.

J()L.l~.\...ll- a,I¿/ f/11(S i,I[(!I:r(!r(' I\'i[/¡ i{:,- pl.¡'n(' PlilfJOSC.

RPMI 1640 contaiI1iI1g 100 U/mI pcl1icillil1,
100 J1g./ml strcptomycin, anc1 10~/o 11cat-in-

activatcd, l)oolcd J10r111;11 J1l¡¡11;111 ¡\13 SCrl1111.
Allti~cn. Thc '111tirCI1 US~(¡ \\,;IS 20 ,L!1 rll-

rificd J¡[. I('l')ra(' 6 x 10;.: 5 b:1C,1ml. T¡lC ~ln-

ljgCI1 \\,as uscd with or VI'jlhout IL-2 (L)'111-

pI10ClIJl 'r; 13ioso[t) 100 lj/111¡ dillllCc1 1 :5()
(100 ,LL1) al1d II~-l produccu by stimuIatil1~
hllmaIl macrophagc clllturcs \".i!¡} sjljca (Ii;).

r:-or nss~lyjI1g antiGcl1 ~timlll~llio11, tl1c ClII-
ttlrc p1:1tcs werc incubu1cd ror G ua)'s; 1 ~) 11r

bcrore harvcsliI1g, 1 ILCj Or .1I-I-lh)'midinc

(.c;pcciíic acli\,ity 1 Ci,/mmo1c) \vas ;:tducd,
alld t11(~ cc.~11s wcrc ])roccsscd [or liqIJj(¡ Sl'i!1-

til]alion.

l>:'.fi~nts. Thc patjcI1ts \\,crc sccn il1 ¡J1L'

Instjll¡to de I3jomed¡cin,l, C~1racas, \'CI1C-
zllcla. r\]1 p;llicnls ( 17 ¡cl)rOI11~ll()us, LL) \\'l'rc
skin bjopsied :1nd c1assificd rollo\\'iI1g 1!1C

I~jd]c)'-J op]jng critcri.:l r). I-).mp]10(').ICS
[rom Ihrcc Mitsud:1-positi\,c COnlacts \'.'crc

a]so sludicd.

C11C:mothcrapy. A]] paticnls \\,crc rccci\.-
il1g trcatmcnt \\,ilh sü][onc, rirampil1, ;111d
l~oraziminc.

I\S (:aI1 bc sccn iI1 T,lb]c 1, tllC iI1crcasc ill

COUI1ts rcr miI1utc (Cj)111) OI)I~li11Cd \\,¡1l'¡1

1)'111p!10C)!ICS \\,crc jI1Cllb:lll.(J 1,"()111 ,\1, /(.1¡1(¡('
~111ti~c!1 \\,ill1 II~-2 \V;1:) IJ()t Si!~¡lilil.~I¡)!J~ ~Iil.-
ICrCJ1t fi.om tl)c cpm Obl~\i()Cd I))' il)('lll);lli¡)~

1)'¡111)110C)!tcs \vitl1 IL-2 aIOJ)l'.
rrhc IIOl1SpCCiflc milor,cl1ic cfl('ct ()!) 111(,

rcspoI1SC or lymph()cytcs il1C:lJl)(llcd \\.it!1
IL-1 \'.'as similar to tl1:1t o1Jscr\!cd \\'jth Il-2

a]o11c, bllt or]o\Vcr intcI1sit~' (Tablc :?). rl()\\.-

(~\'cr, \\'I)cn t!lC cc!ls \\.(~r.c Cl!!(111.l:lj i!1 11,,-.

To THE EDITOR: .

Leprosy is a discasc with a \Vide cliI1ical,
Ilist010gical, aI1cl immun010gícJI spcctrum.
The bcnign form, tubcrculoid lcprosy, is

charactcrizcd by a good rcsponse mcasurccl
iJl \.itro by 1~-cell prolifcration assay. 111 l11C

multibacillar)' maligI1aI11 fol.m, leproma-
toUS Icprosy, T cells do I10t prolifcralc in
the presencc or spccific and crossrcj]ctiI1g
j]11tigcns or Mycobactcril{J}1 Icprac (.1).

In the devclopmcl11 of T -ccll-mcciiatccl
immunc responses to an antigcn, ]ympJlo-
kincs are rcquircd in a givcn SC(IUCI1CC, aI1J
il has bccn postulJtcd that tllc (lmOl¡nt or
interleukin-2 (IL-2) produccd Ini~ht dctcl.-
mine lhe ba]aI1cc bcl\Veen immunity al)d

unresponsiveness (J). To test ir lhc lack or
i,l \.ilro rcspoI1si\,cncss lo Al. 1('l)ra(' aIltigcI1s
by T cells rrom Icpromatous lcpros)' (I-L)
pj]licnts is duc to a deficit in IL-l or IL-2
production, lhe responsc of lympl10C)'lCS
from LL pj]tients to jV. I('prac in lhc prcs-
cnce O[Cxogenol1sly addcd IL-I or IL-2 11JS
been studied, bllt lllC data reportcci ar(' con-

tradictory (... ¡;).
Thc purpoSC or lllis slud)' is to c\';1IlldtC

lherolc orIL-I and IL-2 in thc i,l vitl.o T-c(']]
proli[cration or j] group or lcpros)' D;\tjcllts
chj]ractcrizcd cIillical])' and 11istop,ltIJOI()!1-
icall)'.

Is()lation of m()llolll1clcar crll.;;. MO¡10J1l1-
clcar cclls \\,crc isolatcd rroln 11Cp:1ríl1ízcd

pcripheral blood by 0olatioll ovcr l:-ico¡¡-
H)'paquc gradicnts (~) alld culti\'atcd at a
dcnsily o[ 2 x lO-; \,iablc r'::1Is/0.2 nlf jn

mi\rotil('r plalcs. TI1C cclls \\.crl. Cl!]tllj.C<.! ill
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fcct ofIL-2 in ]ymphocytc~ from a group of
LL paticnts, dcmonstratiJ1g thc prcscncc of
rcccptors ror IL-2 iJ1 a portioJ1 oJ
h]ood Iyrnphocytcs.

TllC rcsu]ts obtaiJ1cd in
that IL-l aJ1d IL-2 canno1
thc imrnunc responsc agains1. M
tjgcns. In a group of thc palicnt
a nonspccific rnilogcJ1ic crrcct w~
bciJ1g cya]uatcd.
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To THE EDITOR:
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